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addition, there was a royal prayer, to be read
aloud to the assembled forces, for the success of the
expedition. " Most omnipotent and guider of all
our world's mass 1 that only searchest and fathomest
the bottoms of all hearts and conceits, and in them
seest the true original of all actions intended ....
Thou, that diddest inspire the mind, we humbly
beseech, with bended knees, prosper the work and
with best forewinds guide the journey, speed the
victory, and make the return the advancement of
thy fame and surety to the realm, with least loss
of English blood. To these devout petitions, Lord,
give thou thy blessed grant! Amen/'

The  words,   addressed   by   one   potentate   to
another, with such a diplomatic mixture of flatter-
ing   devotion   and   ornate   self-confidence,   were,
apparently, exactly what were required.    At any
rate, the expedition was crowned with success.    The
secret of its purpose was well kept, and one day
towards the end of June, 1596, the English arma-
ment suddenly appeared in the bay of Cadiz,    At
the first moment, an injudicious decision might
have led to a disaster; the commanders had ordered
a hazardous assault to be made by land; and it was
only with difficulty that Raleigh persuaded them to
change their plan and attack on the water.    After
that, all went swimmingly.    " Entramos 1    Entra-
mosl" shouted Essex, flinging his hat into the sea,
as   his   ship   sailed   into   the   harbour.    Within
fourteen hours all was over.    The Spanish   fleet